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I’ve assembled a package of resources that includes the PowerPoint slides, the CJMT style sheet 
for English writers and editors, and the “Name That Tune” quizzes from my presentation. I’ve 
also included an annotated list of resources, the CJMT submission guidelines, and this sheet of 
quotations. To access, go to www.one-l.ca, click on a link to my blog, and then click on the 
RESOURCES: WORDS tab. 
 
Questions? Please email me: michele@one-L.ca 
 

***** 
 
One day I will find the right words, and they will be simple. 

~ Jack Kerouac, The Dharma Bums 
 
The difference between the almost right word and the right word is really a large matter. ’Tis 
the difference between the lightning bug and the lightning. 

~ Mark Twain, The Wit and Wisdom of Mark Twain 
 
The biggest reason most of us write unclearly is that we cannot predict when readers will think 
our writing is unclear, much less what makes it so. What we write always seems clearer to us 
than to our readers, because we read into it what we want them to get out of it. And so instead 
of revising our writing to meet their needs, we call it done the moment it meets ours. 

~ Williams and Colomb, Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace 
 
The secret of good writing is to strip every sentence to its cleanest components. Every word 
that serves no function, every long word that could be a short word, every adverb that carries 
the same meaning that's already in the verb, every passive construction that leaves the reader 
unsure of who is doing what—these are the thousand and one adulterants that weaken the 
strength of a sentence. 

~ William Zinsser, On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction 
 
It is perfectly okay to write garbage—as long as you edit brilliantly. 

~ C. J. Cherryh 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1742.Jack_Kerouac
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/827497
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1244.Mark_Twain
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6847

